Beaufort Scale

*Over thousands of years sailors have learnt to estimate the speed of the wind just by
looking about. This technique matured into what we now call the Beaufort scale. The universe
tells you everything you need to know about it as long as you are prepared to watch, to

listen, to smell, in short to observe
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FORCE| SPEED Ripples with the appearance of scales FORCE | SPEED sep | Small wavelets. Crests have a glassy FORCE| SPEED Large wavelebs, Crests begin 5o break.
© mph : : 1 1-3 mph Direction of wind shown by smoke but 2 H=7 men Wind Felt on Face; leaves rustle; 3 B-12 mph Leaves and small twigs In constant
o kmn |“ANP| Smoke rises vertically 1=@ kmsh |“*NC | not by wind vanes 7=t | MANZ | orinary vane moved by wind 12-19 km/ | “ANP | porion; wind extends light flag

F "‘\.I P ey, -
L a P
|I ¥ - .'d
] f
| 2=
e *Lignt Alr*

SPEED | gy | Small waves, becoming longer; Fairty FORCE| SPEED | ogp | Moderase wanes, raking a more pronounced FORCE | SPEED ceA Large waves begin to form; the white foam| | FORCE| SPEED | ¢, |Sea heaps up and white foam from breaiing
-85 Knots frequent: white horees 17-21 Knets long Form; many whive horses are Formed. 22=ZT Knese crests are more extenshe everywhere. 28-33 Knots| waves starts to blow In straaks with wind,
1318 mph | | o | Raises dust and loose paper; small 5 = et Small trees In leaf begin to sway; 6 EETEITEN || anp | LArge branches in motlon; whistling heard in 7 32-38 mph Whole trees i mofior; umbrelias discarded;
20-29 ki branches are moved 30-39 iy LAND | \avelets form on Inland waters HO=50 km telegraph wires; umbrellas use difficult. E1=62 lmi Incomverience Felt when walking
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. "Moderate Breeze*

SPEED | o | Modarase high waves of greater length edges| | FORCE| SPEED | ogp | Hish waves. Creste of waves begin to tumble FORCE| SPEED SEA Wery kigh waves. Surface of the sea takes on| | FORCE| SPEED _— Exceptionally high waves. The sea is covered|
3440 Knios of crests begin to break Into spindrift. 4147 Kncts and roll over. Spray may affect visbllity HE-ES Kroos a whita appearance. Visibllty affected EE-53 Knove with lonig whita patches of foam.
32-4E meh Breaks twigs off trees; general 9 YT=54 mph Slight structural damage occurs: 10 E5-53 mpn Seldom experienced inland; trees uprooted; 11 ©4-72 mpn Very rarely experienced on land;

LAND Y LAND 88-102 kevh | N | considerable structural damage occurs 1o2-1117 ke | “ANP | accompanied by widespread damage.
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